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to shoot down a MIG-21 aircraft.
Maj. Gilmore, who is stationed with the 29th Fighter Interceptor Squadron at Malm- 
strom Air Force Base near Great Falls, was keynoter Thursday night at the annual AFROTC 
lining In at the Club Chateau east of Missoula.
"The two-man F-4C is probably the best fighter-bomber the Air Force has had to date," 
he commented, "although it's kind of a toss-un between the Phantom Jet and the F-105, a 
one-man fighter-bomber, as to flying and fighting ability."
"The F-4C is a two-man aircraft," Maj. Gilmore continued, "and I have found this 
factor beneficial because several times in a combat situation the other man has alerted me 
of surface-to-air missiles. Also, when we encountered the MIG 21s, he called them to my 
attention and helped prepare the air-to-air missiles for firing."
Maj. Gilmore, a 16-year AF veteran, told the AFROTC cadets the F-4C can fly 1,400 
miles per hour, near double that of the first jet fighter he flew, the F-84E.
"Also," the major continued, "the F-84E could carry only two 750-lb. bombs, whereas 
the F-4C can carry 24 of them. The F-4C also has very advanced radar equipment, while 
the F-84E had no radar."
Maj. Gilmore's feat of knocking the first MIG-21 from the sky over Southeast Asia 
occurred in 1966.
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